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The Cadet Resident Handbook is issued and enforced in conjunction with The Standard, Policy & 

Procedures Guide, Texas A&M University ï Rules and Regulatory Compliance, and Texas A&M 

University ï Student Rules.  In addition to this handbook, cadets should also familiarize themselves with 

the housing contract. 

 

All cadets are expected to cooperate fully with Corps Housing Office Representatives regardless of Outfit 

or Corps Operations affiliation.  Cadet cooperation is expected when Corps Housing functions are 

conducted such as, but not limited to, Roster Inspections, Room & Key information requests, as well as 

Move-In/Move-Out Procedures.  These are all important functions, and vital to the ongoing smooth and 

efficient operation of Corps Housing. 
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CORPS HOUSING OVERVIEW 

 

Corps Housing is committed to the philosophy that a cadetôs living environment is an integral part of 

his/her educational experience.  We strive to create and maintain an environment in each dormitory that is 

supportive to the growth of cadets academically, physically, and socially. 

 

The personal identification that a cadet has within the outfit helps that cadet to develop a sense of 

personal worth, freedom, and responsibility.  The positive concern that Corps Housing has for the cadet 

cultivates a community atmosphere and provides a sense of belonging to the cadet. 

Mission of Corps Housing 

The mission of Corps Housing is to provide safe and conducive-to-learning living areas, be active in 

the support system for cadets and maintain accurate administrative information for the University. 

Role of Corps Housing 

Corps Housing is responsible for maintenance, scheduling, policies and procedures, and operations of 

the Corps dormitories, lounges, and grounds.  As a component of the Office of the Commandant, 

Corps Housing has the responsibility and authority to enforce all policies, rules and regulations 

governing the Corps of Cadets.  Incident reporting, investigation, and disposition of incidents 

involving cadets/units as affects the dormitories, lounges, and grounds are within the direct interest of 

Corps Housing. 

Corps Housingôs Partnership with Housing Office Representatives and Unit Commanders 

The responsibility to supervise and oversee cadet activities is inherent in command duties.  Your Unit 

Commander is a key player in helping us uphold our mission.  By virtue of The Standard, your 

commander ñis responsible for the administration, maintenance, and safety of cadet housing under 

their control.ò   

 

Corps Housing also employs cadets to serve as Housing Office Representatives to assist with 

supervision and oversight of areas of operation within the Corps dormitories, lounges, and grounds.  

Housing Office Representatives have the responsibility and authority for enforcing all policies, rules 

and regulations pertaining to safety, security, administration and facility management as well as to 

provide customer service and cadet education. 

 

By working together, we can create a climate where each cadet will have the opportunity to develop 

to his/her full potential.  The happiness, attitude, and academic success of each cadet will be affected 

by the quality of the services we provide.  It is through the partnership between Corps Housing and 

Unit Commanders that we can continue to provide each cadet with the opportunity to find that 

ñsomething extraò that will help enhance their education experience here at Texas A&M University. 

Corps Housing Staff 

The Corps Housing Office has been a part of the Office of the Commandant since August 1986 and is 

a component under the direction of the Assistant Commandant for Logistics.  Full-time staff within 

Corps Housing includes the Assistant Director for Administration & Operations and the Assistant 

Director for Maintenance, Safety & Security as well as the Maintenance & Safety Coordinator and 

Office Manager.   

 

Several student workers are employed to perform administrative and maintenance related duties and 

responsibilities in various capacities.   



Cadet Resident Handbook (August 1, 2009)  7 

The Corps Custodial staff is a part of Corps Housing and includes the Custodial Supervisor, Assistant 

Custodial Supervisor, and several team members. 

 

Corps Housing also maintains partnerships with other agencies, departments and offices. 

Hours of Operation and Contact Information 

Corps Housing is located on the Quad in Corps Lounge A between Spence Hall (Dormitory 1) and 

Briggs Hall (Dormitory 3).   

 

Business hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm.  Corps Housing is closed on 

the weekends and during University holidays. 

 

During business hours, Corps Housing can be reached at (979) 845-3443.   

 

Correspondences can be faxed to Corps Housing at (979) 845-9167 or mailed to: 

 

Corps Housing Office 

Corps Lounge A 

1474 TAMU 

College Station, TX 77843-1474 

 

You can also reach Corps Housing via email at housing@corps.tamu.edu.  Please note that messages 

sent to this address will be reviewed and responded to during business hours. 

 

mailto:housing@corps.tamu.edu
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CORPS HOUSING ORGANIZATION CHART  
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Figure 1 ï Corps Housing organization chart. 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CORPS DORMITORIES  & CORPS LOUNGES 

 

The Corps dormitories were constructed in 1939.  During construction, cadets referred to the site as the 

ñnew area.ò  Today, the location of the Corps dormitories is referred to as the Corps Quadrangle or 

ñQuadò for short.  Renovations to the Corps dormitories would take place in the late 1960s, early 1980s 

with smaller renovation projects in the early 1990s. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

                
Figure 2 ï (Top) Corps dormitories during 1939 construction.  (Bottom) Corps dormitories today. 

 

 

Dormitory 1 (Spence Hall) ï Named in honor of David W. Spence, who in 1892, was the assistant 

professor of Civil Engineering.  Spence served as the Dean of the School of Engineering from 1913 to 

1917.  Although classified as a Corps dormitory, Dorm 1 (Spence Hall) currently houses civilian 

females and is overseen by the Department of Residence Life. 

 

Dormitory 2 (Kiest Hall) ï Named in honor of E.J. Kiest, who was long-time editor and publisher of 

the Dallas Times ï Herald.  Kiest served on the Texas A&M Board of Directors from 1927 to 1941.  

Although classified as a Corps dormitory, the fourth floor of Dorm 2 (Kiest Hall) is currently 

occupied by civilian females and is overseen by the Department of Residence Life. 

 

Dormitory 3 (Briggs Hall) ï Named in honor of Robert W. Briggs, Class of 1917, from Pharr, Texas.  

Briggs served on the Texas A&M Board of Directors from 1937 to 1945.  Although classified as a 

Corps dormitory, Dorm 3 (Briggs Hall) currently houses civilian females and is overseen by the 

Department of Residence Life. 

 

Dormitory 4 (Fountain Hall)  ï Named in honor of Charles P. Fountain, who served as head of the 

Department of English from 1904 until his death in 1921. 
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Dormitory 5 (Gainer Hall) ï Named in honor of Charles S. Gainer, a Bryan attorney.  Gainer served 

in the Texas Legislature from 1914 to 1918 and in the State Senate from 1928 to 1932.  Throughout 

his terms, Gainer gave strong support to Texas A&M University. 

 

Dormitory 6 (Lacy Hall) ï Named in honor of Walter S. Lacy, Class of 1893, from Waco.  Lacy was 

President of Citizenôs National Bank of Waco and served on the Texas A&M Board of Directors from 

1924 to 1941. 

 

Dormitory 7 (Leonard Hall) ï Named in honor of Turney Leonard, Class of 1942, who was awarded 

the Congressional Medal of Honor for his service in World War II. 

 

Dormitory 8 (Harrell Hall)  ï Named in honor of William Harrell, who attended Texas A&M from 

1939 to 1941.  Harrell left the University to serve in World War II and was later awarded the 

Congressional Medal of Honor. 

 

Dormitory 9 (Whiteley Hall) ï Named in honor of Eli L. Whiteley, Class of 1941, who was awarded 

the Congressional Medal of Honor for his service in World War II. 

 

Dormitory 10 (White Hall) ï Named in honor of Byrd E. White from Lancaster, Texas.  White served 

on the Texas A&M Board of Directors from 1922 to 1934. 

 

Dormitory 11 (Harrington Hall) ï Named in honor of Henry Hill Harrington, who served as 

President of Texas A&M from 1905 to 1908. 

 

Dormitory 12 (Utay Hall) ï Named in honor of Joe Utay, who served on the Texas A&M Board of 

Directors from 1935 to 1941.  Utay was instrumental in Southwest Officials Administration and a 

member of the Cotton Bowl Association. 

 

 

The six Corps lounges were built in 1967 and were used by the cadets for meeting space, study areas and 

social gatherings.  Over the course of time, usage of the lounges changed to accommodate the growing 

need for office space.  The current usage assignments are: 

 

Corps Lounge A ï Corps Housing Office 

 

Corps Lounge B ï Corps Operations & Training and Information Management Office 

 

Corps Lounge C ï Company V-1 (this is the only lounge that is currently being utilized by a specific 

group of cadets). 

 

Corps Lounge D ï Corps Academic Center, Corps Advising Office and Open Access Lab. 

 

Corps Lounge E ï Corps Calling Center (west wing) and Corps Custodial Services (east wing).  The 

middle area of the lounge is still available for use by the cadets and is currently overseen by the 

Combined Band Commander in partnership with Corps Housing. 

 

Corps Lounge F ï Corps Leadership and Cadet Courtroom. 

 

 



Cadet Resident Handbook (August 1, 2009)  11 

LAYOUT OF QUADRANGLE  
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Figure 3 ï Layout of Corps Quadrangle. 
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SAFETY OPERATIONS 

 

Corps Housing is dedicated to providing a safe and secure living environment for cadets.  However, a 

community environment relies on the cooperation of each resident to ensure safety.  Cadets are 

responsible for contributing to a safe environment. 

 

The Texas State Fire Marshal and the Texas A&M University Environmental Health & Safety 

Department (EHSD) guide Corps safety policies, including operation of the fire alarm systems.  Housing 

Office Representatives supervise safety operations in all Quad facilities.   

 

Key points to remember: 

 

¶ Do not engage in any reckless behavior that might endanger yourself and/or others. 

¶ Do not allow someone to follow you into the building without that person swiping his/her card 

(coat-tailing). 

¶ Evacuate the building when the general fire alarm sounds. 

¶ Immediately report any fire or safety hazards and safety equipment malfunctions. 

¶ Do not tamper with fire alarms or other safety related equipment. 

Fire and Life Safety Inspections 

In the wake of recent dormitory fires on campuses across the nation and subsequent inspection by the 

Texas State Fire Marshalôs Office, EHSD has begun conducting fire and life safety inspections of all 

campus residence halls.  These inspections are conducted during the fall semester.   

 

The intent of these inspections is to increase the level of safety and safety awareness for all occupants 

of the Corps dormitories.  These inspections will include Corps dormitory rooms and staff offices as 

well as all mechanical and common areas.  Inspections will begin around the second or third week of 

the fall semester and will continue until all Corps dormitories have been inspected.  All inspections 

will be conducted during business hours in the presence of a Corps Housing staff member.   

 

Notification of the inspections will be made in advance, if possible.  This notification may be in the 

form of posted notices strategic locations in the building or via email (to Unit Commanders and 

Housing Office Representatives).  If you are available, you are encouraged to be present during the 

inspection of your room.  A follow-up inspection may be necessary for discrepancies noted.  

 

EHSD personnel and Corps Housing staff appreciate your cooperation in this effort and will make 

every attempt to minimize inconvenience to cadets during these inspections.  The most frequent 

safety problems found during room inspections include: 

 

¶ Candles/incense present 

¶ Storage of propane tanks, charcoal and charcoal lighter fluid, tiki/party torches and torch fluid 

¶ Improper use of power strips 

¶ Prohibited appliances/equipment 

¶ Excessive appliances 

¶ Overloaded outlets 

¶ Extension cords 

¶ Improper loft height 

¶ Blockage of smoke/heat detectors 
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¶ Deactivated door closers 

 

For every room that has been inspected, EHSD will provide Corps Housing with a report (Resident 

Hall Safety Audit) indicating violations and/or discrepancies (as shown below).  This report will be 

forwarded to the cadet(s) residing in the room for immediate action.  The violation and/or discrepancy 

must be addressed within a specified period of time and the report must be signed by the cadet(s) 

residing in the room and the Unit Commander.  Disciplinary actions will be taken for failure to 

address the violation and/or discrepancy as well as failure to return the signed report. 

 

 

 
Figure 4 ï Resident Life Safety Audit form. 

 

 

The Corps dormitories are subject to regular fire and life safety inspections as deemed necessary by 

Corps Housing.  Cadets will be given no more than two warnings for violations and deficiencies 

before disciplinary actions are taken. 

Governing Rules 

Texas A&M University ï Student Rules, Appendix II: 

Effective fire alarm systems are essential for the protection of life and property.  Tampering with 

fire detection and alarm system equipment is a Class A Misdemeanor, which is punishable by: 

 

1. A fine not to exceed $4,000; 

2. Confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year or; 

3. Both such fine and imprisonment. 
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In addition, the student offender is subject to all appropriate university administrative sanctions as 

authorized. 

 

Section 42.06 of the Texas Penal Code states in part that: 

 

A person commits an offense if he knowingly initiates, communicates, circulates, or 

broadcasts a report of a present, past, or future bombing, fire, offense, or other emergency 

that he knows is false or baseless and that would ordinarily: 

 

1. Cause action by an official or volunteer agency organized to deal with emergencies;  

2. Place a person in fear of imminent serious bodily injury or;  

3. Prevent or interrupt the occupation of a building, room or place to which the public 

has access. 

 

Texas A&M University ï Student Rules, Student Code of Conduct, 24.3.5 (Breaching Campus 

Safety or Security): 

¶ Unauthorized access to university facilities; intentionally damaging door locks; unauthorized 

possession of university keys or access cards; duplicating university keys or access cards; or 

propping open of exterior residence hall doors; 

¶ Tampering with fire safety equipment such as fire extinguishers, smoke detectors, alarm pull 

stations or emergency exits; 

¶ Obstruction of the free flow of pedestrian or vehicular traffic on University premises or at 

University-sponsored or supervised functions. 

 

Texas A&M University ï Student Rules, Student Code of Conduct, 24.3.10 (Destroying, Damaging 

or Littering of Any Property): 

Behavior that destroys, damages, or litters any property of the university, of another institution, or 

of another person, on university premises or at university-sponsored activities. 

Safety Hazard Reporting 

Every cadet has an affirmative responsibility to immediately report fire and life safety related hazards.  

Your first contact should be your Unit Commander and/or Housing Office Representative, who is 

trained to respond to and follow-up on these problems.  If you are unable to make immediate contact 

with your Unit Commander and/or Housing Office Representative: 

 

1. Contact Corps Housing at 845-3443 during business hours. 

2. After-hours or on weekends, contact your Major Unit Housing Office Representative, Unit 

Commander or Major Unit Commander.   

3. If your Major Unit Housing Office Representative, Unit Commander or Major Unit 

Commander is not available, contact the Commandantôs Duty Officer via the Guard Room at 

845-6789 or at 229-5826. 

Fire Alarm System 

All Corps dormitories are equipped with fire alarm systems that are maintained by the Texas A&M 

University Physical Plant.  The fire alarm system indicates danger using two types of alarms: 

 

1. Local Alarm ï A local alarm activates under certain conditions that indicate that the 

occupants of a room may be at risk.  The local alarm activates in an individual room only and 

is integrated with the in-room smoke/heat detector.   
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2. General Alarm ï The general alarm activates under certain conditions that indicate that 

occupants of the entire building may be at risk.  When the general alarm activates, all 

individual room alarms sound.  Additionally, alarms fitted with strobe lighting in the 

hallways and stairwells are activated.  The four fire doors on every floor automatically close 

and the buildingôs air handling system shuts off.  A general alarm also initiates a sequence 

that dispatches fire trucks and other emergency personnel to the scene unless cancelled by the 

proper authorities after verifying a false alarm.  A person who initiates a false or baseless 

general alarm related incident is in direct violation of Texas State Fire Marshal 

regulations and the Texas Penal Code. 

 

Texas State Fire Marshal regulations strictly prohibit tampering with or disabling a smoke/heat 

detector or any other fire and life safety device regardless of the deviceôs location. 

Sources Leading to Alarm Activation 

 

¶ Individual Room Smoke/Heat Detector ï Each room is fitted with one smoke/heat detector.  

A green light on the detector indicates that it is functioning.  Cadets should periodically 

conduct a visual inspection of the smoke/heat detector in their room to ensure the light is 

displayed.   

 

1. The smoke detection component can sometimes be activated by dust, insects, or other 

sources.  If you suspect that something other than smoke is causing your room alarm 

to sound, fan around the detector.  If the alarm persists, report the problem to your 

Unit Commander and/or Housing Office Representative, the Commandantôs Duty 

Officer or Corps Housing.  Do not attempt to disassemble the detector as a corrective 

action.  Do not tamper with the detector in an effort to stop a false alarm.   

2. When the heat detection component senses an unusually high room temperature, it 

activates the general alarm.   

3. Do not block or cover the smoke/heat detector.  A minimum of 24 inches of 

horizontal and vertical clearance must be maintained around the smoke/heat 

detector.  Cadets may not hang hats or other items from the smoke/heat detector or 

the conduit that is part of the set-up. 

 

¶ Hallway Smoke/Heat Detector ï Hallway smoke/heat detectors are located at regular 

intervals throughout all hallways.  Activation of any of these will send the building into 

general alarm. 

 

¶ Manual Pull Station ï Manual pull stations are located near every building exit.  When 

activated, a manual pull station initiates the general alarm and can only be reset by authorized 

personnel.  If a fire is observed or suspected and the general alarm has not already been 

activated, an occupant should engage the pull station as he/she evacuates in order to help 

warn others.  A person who initiates a false or baseless general alarm related incident is in 

direct violation of Texas State Fire Marshal regulations and the Texas Penal Code.  False 

activation by use of the manual pull station will not be tolerated and a cadet involved in 

such activity will be disciplined. 

Fire Alarm E vacuation Procedures 

At the beginning of the fall semester, your Unit Commander and/or Housing Office Representative 

will designate an assembly area for the unit in the event of an evacuation due to a general alarm.  

When a general alarm sounds, immediately evacuate the building and report to that designated 
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assembly area for accountability.  At that time, your Unit Commander or Housing Office 

Representative will give you further instructions and notify the group if and when emergency 

personnel or fire alarm technicians have authorized re-entry into the building.  Failure to evacuate 

the building when the general alarm sounds compromises your safety, the safety of other residents, 

and the safety of emergency personnel. 

Fire Drills  

Under the direction of the Texas State Fire Marshalôs Office, all on-campus residence halls and 

dormitories are required to conduct a minimum of two fire drills per semester (fall, spring and 

summer).   

 

Corps Housing is authorized to conduct fire drills at any time (including the academic day and 

Call-to-Quarters) with or without advanced notice.  Fire drills allow for the testing of the fire alarm 

system components and provide training for staff, cadet leaders, and individual cadets.  For your 

safety and the safety of others, treat every fire alarm as if it were real and evacuate the building. 

Fire Extinguishers 

Corps dormitories are equipped with two fire extinguishers per floor, located in each stairwell.  The 

most important action a resident can take in the event of a fire is to evacuate and contact emergency 

personnel (call 9-911 from a campus phone or 911 from a non-campus phone).   

 

If necessary, cadets may use a fire extinguisher to enable safe evacuation.  However, the presence of 

fire extinguishers in the dormitories does not place any obligation on cadets to fight fires. 

 

Inappropriate discharge or tampering with a fire extinguisher will result in disciplinary actions 

including but not limited to individual or group billings.  A fire extinguisher that has been 

vandalized by frivolous discharge is obviously unable to provide maximum performance during a 

fire. 

Hallway Fire Doors 

Under the direction of the Texas State Fire Marshalôs Office, hallway fire doors are present in all 

dormitories across the Texas A&M University campus.  In the Corps dormitories, there are four 

hallway fire doors per floor which are magnetically held open.  These doors are connected to each 

buildingôs fire alarm system and will close when the general fire alarm sounds.  The purpose of the 

fire doors is to contain smoke and fire in a smaller area by compartmentalizing the hallway and 

decreasing the oxygen availability.   

 

At certain times, cadets may close the fire doors.  Do not place articles in the closing path of the fire 

doors such that they would not be able to close completely if the general alarm sounds.  Do not cover 

the glass windows of the fire doors. 

 

Cadets will  not hang or swing from the fire door or apply excessive weight onto the fire doorôs latch 

release assembly. 

 

A malfunctioning (i.e., if the building fire alarm system is not in alarm but the magnets are not 

holding the doors open) or damaged fire door must be reported immediately. 

Room Door Closers 

Door closers are installed on every cadet room door at the direction of the Texas State Fire Marshalôs 

Office.  The purpose of the door closer is to ensure that the room door closes automatically.  In the 
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event of a fire in the room, the closed door will decrease the oxygen availability and better contain the 

fire and smoke.  It is the cadetôs responsibility to ensure that the door closer for his/her room is 

functional at all times and to report malfunctions immediately. 

 

Cadets are only authorized to temporarily prop open their room door using non-permanent measures 

and only while physically present in the room.  Room doors may not be held open by permanently 

installed devices (such as chains, hooks, latches, etc.).  Do not tamper with, disable or remove the 

door closer in your room.  Do not leave your door propped open if you are not going to be the room. 

 

Cadets are strongly discouraged from hanging an excessive number of items (including but not 

limited to robes, towels, and other clothing) on their room door as the weight of such items may 

prevent proper operation of the door closer. 

Financial Accountability for  Fire and Life Safety Systems 

Cadets will be held financially accountable (either individually or through group billings) for any 

damages that occur to fire and life safety equipment in rooms or common areas. 

 

Corps Housing will  pursue disciplinary actions against any cadet(s) found responsible for damages 

that occur to fire and life safety equipment in rooms or common areas. 
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ADDITIONAL TIPS IN THE EVENT OF FIRE  

 

By following the guidelines listed below, you will have the best chance of surviving a fire with the least 

amount of personal injury and property damage.  You can also reference the evacuation plan on the back 

of your residence hall room door.  If an evacuation plan is not on the back of your room door, please 

contact Corps Housing immediately. 

 

1. Know at least two ways to exit from your room.  Practice finding your way with your eyes closed 

(have someone help you do that).  Smoke rises, so you want to crawl below it.  Be prepared to 

reverse your direction or return to your room.  Keep one hand on the wall in the direction you 

turn, so you can keep your orientation.  Memorize landmarks, such as drinking fountains and 

bulletin boards.  If you do become disoriented, enter any room that will provide refuge until you 

are rescued. 

 

2. If a fire alarm sounds, exit the building immediately and keep a safe distance from the building.  

Prior to leaving your room, feel the door with the back of your hand.  If any portion of the door is 

hot, do not open it.  If it is cool, brace yourself against the lower portion of the door as you open 

it.  If the hallway appears safe, take your key with you, close your door, and exit the building.  

Follow instructions from hall staff or emergency personnel. 

 

3. If you cannot leave your room for safety reasons, block cracks around the door with wet towels.  

Call 9-911 (or 911 from a non-campus phone), giving your name, room number, and situation.  

Do not leave your room until you are told it is safe to do so, fire fighters will evacuate those most 

in danger, so you may not be evacuated immediately.  If smoke enters your room, lie on the floor 

for the freshest air.  Open the window if there is no smoke visible on the outside.  Attract 

attention by dangling a sheet (daytime) or flashing your room lights (nighttime).  If you must 

break a window, use a chair and knock out all of the glass to provide the most ventilation. 

 

4. If you are the person who discovers a fire, activate a pull station.  When you get to a safe area 

outside, call 9-911 from a convenience/blue light phone or 911 from a non-campus phone.  

Answering their questions clearly will ensure a quick response from emergency personnel. 

 

5. Do not re-enter the building until instructed by staff, even though this may be some time after the 

fire appears to be out, since the building has to be inspected.  Emergency personnel will secure 

the building to ensure the residentsô privacy and property security.   

 

By following these suggestions, you will provide yourself with the best chance of surviving a fire.  

Review these tips often, practice your exit routes, and follow good fire prevention practices to insure you 

will not have to use these skills. 
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SMOKING  

 

Texas A&M University rules prohibit smoking in any building on campus, including dormitories and 

cadet rooms.  Specific outdoor areas have been designated for residents and guests who wish to smoke.  

Units and staffs are responsible for the grounds outside of their respective dormitory.  Discarded cigarette 

butts and other trash should be picked-up routinely.  Cigarettes should be properly and completely 

extinguished before being placed into a trash receptacle. 

Governing Rules 

Texas A&M University ï Student Rules, 38 ï Use of Tobacco, Foods, Beverages, Skateboards and 

Rollerblades 

38.1 ï The use of all tobacco products is prohibited in university facilities and vehicles in 

accordance with the Texas A&M University Smoke-Free Rules. (Appendix IX:  Texas A&M 

University Smoke-Free Rules) 

 

Texas A&M University ï Student Rules, Appendix IX:  Texas A&M University Smoke-Free Rules 
The compelling scientific findings, as summarized by the United States Surgeon General and the 

Environmental Protection Agency, indicate that the simple separation of buildings into ñsmokingò 

and ñnonsmokingò sections does not eliminate the unequivocal health risks that result from 

environmental tobacco smoke.  In light of the health hazards associated with tobacco smoke for 

smokers and nonsmokers alike, Texas A&M University has adopted the following smoke-free 

rules:  

 

I. Guidelines  

a. All buildings and vehicles, regardless of location, that are owned or leased under the 

administrative purview of the President of Texas A&M University will be entirely 

smoke-free.  This smoke-free rule will apply to all indoor air space, including foyers, 

entryways and classrooms, individual faculty and administrative offices.  

b. All indoor air space of University-owned athletic facilities will be smoke-free. 

Outdoor public seating areas in athletic arenas and theaters will be smoke-free.  

c. University-owned and -leased housing (apartments, residence halls) and eating areas 

(dining halls, cafeterias, food courts, snack bars, Faculty Club) will be smoke-free.  

 

II.  Implementation  

a. The appropriate unit heads have the following responsibilities with respect to these 

rules:  

1. Assuring that the rules are communicated to everyone who occupies space in 

the facility.  

2. Implementing the rules and guidelines and ensuring that appropriate notice is 

provided.  

b. The Vice President for Administration shall see that appropriate signs are displayed 

throughout the campus and in university vehicles.  

c. Implementation of the smoke-free rules will be preceded by smoking cessation 

clinics sponsored by the Health Promotion Program, Human Resources Department. 

These programs will include informational and education activities regarding tobacco 

and cigarette smoking, as well as smoking cessation programs for members of the 

University community who want to use this opportunity to quit smoking.  
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III.  Enforcement 

These rules rely on the thoughtfulness, consideration and cooperation of smokers and 

nonsmokers for their success.  It is the responsibility of all members of the campus 

community to observe the provisions of these guidelines. 

 

Texas A&M University ï Student Rules, Appendix II:  Campus Fire Alarm Systems 
Effective fire alarm systems are essential for the protection of life and property.  Tampering with 

fire detection and alarm system equipment is a Class A Misdemeanor, which is punishable by: 

 

1. A fine not to exceed $4,000; 

2. Confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year or; 

3. Both such fine and imprisonment. 

 

In addition, the student offender is subject to all appropriate university administrative sanctions as 

authorized. 

 

Section 42.06 of the Texas Penal Code states in part that: 

 

A person commits an offense if he knowingly initiates, communicates, circulates, or 

broadcasts a report of a present, past, or future bombing, fire, offense, or other emergency 

that he knows is false or baseless and that would ordinarily: 

 

1. Cause action by an official or volunteer agency organized to deal with emergencies;  

2. Place a person in fear of imminent serious bodily injury or;  

3. Prevent or interrupt the occupation of a building, room or place to which the public 

has access. 

 

Texas A&M University ï Student Rules, Student Conduct Code, 24.3.5 Breaching Campus Safety 

or Security 

¶ Unauthorized access to university facilities; intentionally damaging door locks; unauthorized 

possession of university keys or access cards; duplicating university keys or access cards; or 

propping open of exterior residence hall doors; 

¶ Tampering with fire safety equipment such as fire extinguishers, smoke detectors, alarm pull 

stations or emergency exits; 

¶ Obstruction of the free flow of pedestrian or vehicular traffic on University premises or at 

University-sponsored or supervised functions. 
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APPLIANCES 

Electrical Power Strips and Extension Cords 

When additional electrical outlets are needed, residents must use Underwriterôs Laboratory (UL) 

approved electrical power strips with built-in circuit breakers.  Multiple plug adapters and 

extension cords are not permitted.  Power strips should never be plugged into another power strip.  

Power strips should never be placed above the ceiling tiles, underneath carpet or stapled or pinched in 

any way.  Running power strips underneath the mattresses is prohibited.   

Prohibited Electrical Appliances 

Prohibited appliances and equipment include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

¶ Air -conditioners ¶ Halogen Torchiere Lamps 

¶ Camping Stoves ¶ Hot Oil Popcorn Poppers 

¶ Ceiling Fans ¶ Hot Plates 

¶ Crock Pots ¶ Oven Broilers 

¶ Electric Skillets ¶ Rice Cookers 

¶ Gas Power Tools ¶ Steamers 

¶ Griddles ¶ Space Heaters 

¶ Grills (George Foreman type, 

electrical, charcoal or propane) 

¶ Toasters 

¶ Toaster Ovens 

¶ Electric Power Tools (with 

exception of storage for use outside 

the dormitories) 

¶ Sandwich Makers 

¶ Smoke/Fog Machines 

 

Outdoor cooking appliances and equipment (grills, hibachis, deep fryers, barbecues, etc.) may be used 

outside the dormitories only and can only be brought to the premises on the day of use.  These 

appliances and/or equipment (and the flame source used such as charcoal, lighter fluid, etc.) cannot 

be stored in rooms, common areas of the dormitory, or outside on the Quad as they pose a fire 

safety hazard.  While in use, these appliances and/or equipment must be attended to at all times and 

remain at a safe distance (minimum of 15 feet) from all buildings and trees to avoid fire, fire hazard 

and/or smoke irritation to residents.   

 

Electrical appliances not allowed or outdoor cooking appliances discovered being stored in a room 

will be confiscated by Unit Commanders and/or Housing Office Representatives, Corps Housing staff 

or Operations & Training staff.  Individuals responsible will be subject to disciplinary action. 

Approved Cooking Appliances 

Approved cooking appliances will have closed coil elements and are limited to:  Coffee pots; Hot 

pots; Hot air popcorn poppers; Blenders; and microwaves up to a stated FCC rating of not more than 

700 watts.   

 

Illegal or misused appliances will be confiscated by Unit Commanders and/or Housing Office 

Representatives, Corps Housing staff or Operations & Training staff.  Individuals responsible will be 

subject to disciplinary action. 

 

Cadets are encouraged to check with Corps Housing before bringing any appliance into a Corps 

dormitory. 
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Microwaves 

As permitted by the privilege system, cadet residents may have one microwave in the room provided 

it meets all of the following conditions: 

 

1. The maximum output of the microwave is not to exceed a stated FCC rating of not more than 

700 watts. 

i. For fire safety reasons, the microwave must have its original FCC rating placard 

intact and affixed to the unit.  Any microwave found without an FCC rating 

placard will be determined unsafe for use inside the dormitories and must be 

removed. 

2. The microwave is plugged directly into an electrical outlet, or Underwriterôs Laboratory (UL) 

approved power strip with built-in circuit breaker. 

3. The microwave is used to prepare snack-type items only. 

4. The microwave, for fire safety reasons, should not be plugged in and placed inside the closet. 

Refrigerators 

As permitted by the privilege system, cadet residents may have one refrigerator in the room provided 

it meets all of the following conditions: 

 

1. The refrigerator is Underwriterôs Laboratory (UL) approved. 

2. The total size of the refrigerator and freezer combined may not exceed 4.3 cubic feet. 

3. The refrigerator is kept clean for sanitation reasons. 

4. Between semesters, the refrigerator is cleaned, defrosted and unplugged. 

5. The refrigerator is removed from the room prior to check-out. 

6. The refrigerator, for fire safety reasons, should not be plugged in and placed inside room 

closet. 

7. The refrigerator is plugged directly into an electrical outlet, or UL-approved power strip with 

built-in circuit breaker. 

Maximum Allowed Combination of Microwave and Refrigerator 

Without exception, the maximum allowed combination in a Corps dormitory room is one 

microwave and one refrigerator.  Additional units (plugged or unplugged) must be removed from 

the dormitory. 

 

A MicroFridge
TM

 (a patented appliance combining refrigerator, freezer and microwave units 

operating off of one plug) is counted as one microwave and one refrigerator. 

 

Cadets are encouraged to check with Corps Housing before bringing any appliance into a Corps 

dormitory. 
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ROOM AND STAIRWELL WINDOWS  

 

The windows in the Corps dormitories are very heavy and if malfunctioning, may not remain in the up 

position.  Caution should be used when opening a window; it may drop quickly and cause injury.  Caution 

stickers warning residents of this potential problem are posted on the center of each bottom window 

frame.   

 

If you observe a problem that needs to be reported, complete a Customer Repair Request (available at 

http://corpshousing.tamu.edu).  After completing the Customer Repair Request, contact Corps Housing at 

845-3443.  

 

Unit Commanders and Housing Office Representatives have specific responsibilities regarding windows: 

 

1. Educate residents on the dangers associated with the windows and what action to take if a 

malfunction is discovered. 

2. As part of move-in and move-out room inspections, test the window(s) in every room, document 

condition on the card, and report malfunctions as necessary. 

3. Report missing caution stickers to the Corps Housing Maintenance & Safety Coordinator at 

maintenance@corps.tamu.edu or 845-3443. 

4. Submit an on line Customer Repair Request for malfunctioning first-floor window locks at 

http://corpshousing.tamu.edu.  

 

http://corpshousing.tamu.edu/
mailto:maintenance@corps.tamu.edu
http://corpshousing.tamu.edu/
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LIGHTNING  AND SEVERE WEATHER  

Lightning  

Texas A&M University has a lightning prediction and warning system that is designed to alert 

outdoor activity participants who are in the vicinity of the prediction system when lightning is likely 

to strike.  For the Corps, the nearest system is at Duncan Dining Hall (east wing).   This system is an 

indicator of lightning only, and does not warn against any other severe weather condition. 

 

In the event of dangerous conditions, the system will give one long horn blast (approximately 15 

seconds) and strobe lights will flash continuously. 

 

When a warning sounds: 

 

1. Cease all outdoor activities. 

2. Seek shelter inside a building or automobile. 

3. Avoid open areas, places where there is water, trees, metal fences, overhead wires or 

power lines, elevated ground or open vehicles. 

4. Avoid the use of mobile phones or radios until the danger has passed.  

 

When the danger has passed, three (3) short horn blasts (approximately 5 seconds each) will sound 

and the strobe lights will turn off. 

Severe Weather 

The Cadet Training Officers, Corps Commander, Deputy Corps Commander and Major Unit 

Commanders will be issued NOAA (National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration) weather 

radios that will activate and report severe weather when it becomes a threat to Brazos County.  Also, 

the local media will report on local weather conditions.  Be advised of the terminology that will be 

used: 

 

1. Tornado watch is when the weather conditions are right for tornados to develop, but none 

have necessarily been sighted. 

2. Tornado warning is when a tornado has been sighted. 

3. Storm alert is when a severe thunderstorm is approaching. 

 

In case of severe weather: 

 

1. Move to small interior rooms on the lowest floor possible, away from windows and doors. 

2. Avoid standing near areas which may be glass enclosed. 

3. If unable to move to small interior rooms, get under something sturdy or move into a closet. 

4. Call 9-911 (or 911 from a non-campus phone) if emergency help is needed. 

 

Cadets are encouraged to utilize online weather reporting resources such as http://weather.com and 

http://www.srh.noaa.gov for tracking weather in Brazos County.  Cadets with television privileges 

should also tune to Channel 83 (available only in the dormitories) for local weather information. 

 

Additional severe weather safety information will be made available through the cadet leadership by 

Corps Housing as the need arises. 

http://weather.com/
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/
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WEAPONS, EXPLOSIVES, PROJECTILES AND INSTRUMENTS OF HAZING  

 

Texas A&M University ï Student Rules (Student Conduct Code ï 24.3.6) prohibits unauthorized use, 

possession or storage of any weapon, fireworks or explosive on University premises or at any University-

sponsored activity.  The term weapon may be defined as any object or substance designed to inflict a 

wound, cause injury or pain, or to incapacitate. Weapons may include, but are not limited to, all firearms, 

pellet guns, slingshots, martial arts devices, machetes, switchblade knives and clubs. 

 

For reasons of health and safety, propelling devices such as rockets, catapults, slingshots, or any other 

devices designed for the purpose of launching an object are prohibited.  Objects may not be thrown into 

or out of windows. 

 

Prohibited items discovered during an inspection will be confiscated and disciplinary action will be taken.  

Confiscated items will  not be returned.  The Assistant Commandant for Academics & Discipline will be 

notified of the violation.  UPD may also be notified. 

 

Cadets who are part of a recognized Corps special unit (such as but not limited to Recon, SEAL Platoon 

and Rudders Rangers) or a recognized student organization/intramural sport (such as but not limited to the 

Fencing Club) in which ñweaponsò are utilized are encouraged to secure such items in their footlockers or 

other lockable storage. 

 

Items that can be construed and/or utilized as instruments of hazing including but not limited to ax 

handles and paddles are not permitted in the Corps dormitories. 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 5 ï Confiscated weapons and instruments of hazing. 

 

 

 



Cadet Resident Handbook (August 1, 2009)  26 

CANDLES, INCENSE, FIREWORKS AND OPEN FLAMES 

 

Candles (with or without wicks), incense, oil lamps, and other devices which use an open flame 

(including potpourri pots) create a significant fire hazard and are strictly prohibited in the Corps 

dormitories.   

 

Inappropriate use of aerosol cans and other items that may be converted to an incendiary device is strictly 

prohibited.   

 

Ignition of any flame source in a dormitory is strictly prohibited. 

 

Storage of propane tanks, charcoal and charcoal starter-fluid, and tiki/party torches and torch fluid as well 

as any accelerant or incendiary agent in any area of the dormitories including but not limited to rooms, 

restrooms, vending rooms, and hallways is strictly prohibited. 

 

All fireworks including but not limited to fire-crackers, bottle-rockets, flares, and smoke bombs are not 

permitted in the Corps dormitories. 

 

Prohibited items discovered will be confiscated and disciplinary action will be taken. 

 

 

 
Figure 6 ï Confiscated charcoal and charcoal-lighter fluid. 

 






























































































































